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From Newsletters 172 (15 March) to 182 (31 May) 

 
Share Our Pride Website from Reconciliation Australia 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 
 

Reconciliation 15 March Newsletter 

Some statistics from the Australian Reconciliation Barometer 2012 
The Barometer is a biennial national research study that measures the progress of 
reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous 
Australians. First conducted in 2008, the 2012 Australian Reconciliation 
Barometer is the third study in the series. 

 
 

22 March Newsletter 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is celebrated across Australia each year 
between 27 May and 3 June. The dates commemorate two significant milestones in 
the reconciliation journey the anniversaries of the successful 1967 referendum and 
the High Court Mabo decision.  
 
The week is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures 
and achievements and to explore how each of us can join the national 
reconciliation effort. 
 
May 27 marks the anniversary of Australia’s most successful referendum and a 
defining event in our nation’s history. The 1967 referendum saw over 90 per cent 
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of Australians vote to give the Commonwealth the power to make laws for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and recognise them in the national 
census. 
 
On 3 June, 1992, the High Court of Australia delivered its landmark Mabo decision 
which legally recognised that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have a 
special relationship to the land—that existed prior to colonisation and still exists 
today. This recognition paved the way for land rights called Native Title. 2012 
marked the 20th anniversary of the Mabo decision. 
 

5 April Newsletter 

Some excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 

Understanding 'culture' 

 
The information in this chapter was provided by Kim Bridge, Western Australia. 
Culture has been described as 'ways of living built up by groups of human beings 
and transmitted from one generation to another'. 
 
Culture isn't static. People adapt to changing climate, new inventions, and 
influences from other people and other cultures. Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders have lived on this land for an estimated 60,000 years. Over time, we have 
created and evolved highly structured cultural practices to suit changing 
circumstances. 
 
Before the arrival of Europeans in 1788, our ways of living were designed to 
maintain good health, both for ourselves and for the Australian environment. 
Lifestyles were adapted to take into account many factors over the millennia but 
perhaps the most dramatic period of adaptation began in 1788. 
 
You sometimes hear people say that 'real' indigenous culture no longer exists 
because we no longer live like our ancestors, using traditional hunting implements 
and the like. This makes about as much sense as saying that English culture no 
longer exists because English people don't live as they did before the industrial 
revolution. 
 
Indigenous culture has adapted dramatically to accommodate all that has been 
introduced into Australia since 1788. But it has proved to be a rich and resilient 
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culture. It is a strong part of who we are as Indigenous people - and it is a strong 
part of the Australian identity. 
 
It is important for all Australians to understand the essential features of Indigenous 
culture, including our special connection to the land and our commitment to family 
and community. So we can walk on this land together as friends and equals. So you 
can share our pride.  
 
Understanding and respecting our culture also gives you a better sense of the 
impact on our communities when life-sustaining structures are ignored or broken, 
as they have been and continue to be. 
 

 
 

Dreaming 

 
The information in this chapter was provided by Kim Bridge, Western Australia  
'Dreaming' or 'Dreamtime' are English words that describe a rich Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander concept. In reality, it is impossible to find words that 
adequately capture this core element of who we are – but it’s something you feel 
when you sit with us on our country and hear our stories with an open mind and 
heart. 
 
Dreaming is more than a mythical past; it prescribes our connection as Aboriginal 
people with the spiritual essence everything around us and beyond us. Dreamtime 
stories are not in the past, they are outside of time - always present and giving 
meaning to all aspects of life. 
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Indigenous peoples across Australia have different words for this concept, 
including Tjukurpa in central Australia, Bugari in Broome, and Wongar in north-
east Arnhem Land. 
 
The Dreaming is passed from generation to generation through stories, song, dance 
and art. This knowledge gives us special responsibility and is seen as a great 
honour. 
 
For example, when we are taught a story or song about the travels of ancient 
creation spirits and ancestors from water-hole to water-hole, we become the holder 
of this essential knowledge. 
 
The concept of Aboriginal Dreaming has been described this way: "The veil 
separating physical life from existence outside of physical life is far less distinct 
and far more permeable than that experienced by non-indigenous peoples." 
 
"The collective knowledge and wisdom of the grandparents and great-grandparents 
in their living state are absorbed into the collective 'resource bank' when they pass 
on into death." 
 

12 April Newsletter 

 
Some excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
 

Country 

 
“When you on Country, you walk with a spring in your step, 
you walk with your head high, you not afraid of anything. In 
order to find yourself you have to get lost. Best place to get 
lost is Country.” William Watson, Yiriman Cultural Boss 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are connected to country through 
lines of descent (paternal and maternal), as well as clan and language groups. 
Although in the past (and sometimes into the present) there have been conflicts 
between different tribal groups, these were rarely over land. Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people have such a strong sense of belonging to country; they have 
no desire to own the land of others. 
Territory is defined by spiritual as well as physical links. Landforms have deep 
meaning, recorded in art, stories, songs and dance. Songlines or Dreaming Tracks 
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as well as [Kinship structures] link Indigenous peoples to the territories of other 
groups. In the past, these links were also used for trade. 
"When we say country we might mean homeland, or tribal or clan area and in 
saying so we may mean something more than just a place; somewhere on the map. 
We are not necessarily referring to place in a geographical sense. But we are 
talking about the whole of the landscape, not just the places on it.” Professor Mick 
Dodson 

Customary law 

 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities have 
complex codes of conduct to guide people's behaviour. Today, every Australian is 
answerable to Australia's laws. Traditional or customary law in no way substitutes 
for Australian law but it can coexist and guide a community on how to behave 
according to traditional beliefs and practices. 
 
In the same way, Jewish people in Australia follow particular religious laws around 
diet, ceremony and behaviour while they also abide by our nation's laws. 
In Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, codes of conduct cover 
behaviour around:- 

• Leadership and etiquette 
• Property 
• Laws around special events like marriage, coming of age and death 
• Sacred knowledge 

 

Family and kinship  

 
This information was provided by Dr. Marika, a 
Yolngu woman from Yirrkala  
 
In addition to language groups and local groups, 
another important way Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people relate to each 
other and the land is through family, the people to whom we are related by blood. 
Family members classify each other through our different relationships such as 
father, mother, brother, sister, uncle and auntie, father-in-law, mother-in-law, 
brother-in-law and sister-in-law. These relationships come from descent and 
marriage and we refer to them as kinship.  
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The kinship system for Indigenous people has some fundamental differences to the 
idea of family for non-Indigenous people. The main difference is the structure that 
creates our extended family ties. Anthropologists have called this the 
'Classificatory System of Kinship' – we refer to it as ‘skin names’. The system 
means that each person in a language group can identify their relationship with 
every other person in the group. This can extend to neighbouring groups with the 
same system and it creates a powerful sense of connection and belonging. 
Everyone knows where they fit. Under this system, we can have many brothers and 
sisters, uncles and aunties who are not related to us by blood but through their skin 
name.  
 
Another difference in the way we relate to each other as Indigenous Australians is 
through generational level and gender. In some areas, people on the same sibling 
line of the same sex are considered essentially equal. Brothers share an identity 
with each other, sisters as well. So a child will be taught to identify his or her 
father’s brothers as father rather than uncle, whereas the father’s sister will be 
known as aunt. The mother’s sisters will be known to the children as mother and 
her brothers as uncle. The children of all this child’s fathers and mothers are 
considered his or her brothers and sisters.  
 
These different structures mean that the concept of family is more complex and all-
encompassing than modern western concepts of the nuclear family. It has 
implications for how people do business, how they care for children, how they 
share wealth, and so on. 
 

19 April Newsletter 

 
 
Some excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 
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Australia’s history extends beyond 1788, when the first fleet of 

new arrivals from England set foot on the sands of Botany Bay. 
 

This information was prepared by Tim Muirhead, CSD Network. Tim is a Perth-
based facilitator and trainer who works extensively in the area of Indigenous/non-
Indigenous relations. 

 

Before contact 
 

Indigenous peoples have occupied Australia for at least 60,000 years. There is 
evidence that Australia may have been inhabited for much longer. 
 

While there was significant contact and trade between the 
diverse peoples who inhabited this continent, there was no 
contact, no exchange of culture or knowledge between 
Indigenous Australians and the rest of the world. 
 

Aboriginal peoples are the oldest surviving culture in the world, having established 
ways of managing their land and society that were sustainable and ensured good 
health. 
 
No one knows how many Indigenous peoples lived in Australia before 1788 - 
estimates vary between 500,000 and 1 million. By 1900 the numbers had dwindled 
to under 75,000 – at least 6 out of 7 Indigenous people were killed or died from 
introduced disease. 
120,000 Analysis of pollen suggests human use of fire in NSW (uncertain). 

60,000 
Evidence suggests habitation at this time in Arnhem Land, NT. (Evidence disputed by 
some) 

45,000 Rock engravings made in SA (earliest dated Petroglyphs) 

41,000 Evidence suggests habitation in the Fitzroy Valley, northern WA. 

40,000 Clear evidence of habitation in NSW 

30,000 Burial occurred with use of ochre. One of earliest known ritual burials in world. 

10,000 Boomerang has been invented and is being used 

9,000 
Evidence that Rainbow Serpent is important in belief system. (This is the longest 
continuing belief in the world) 
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Early contact 

 
About 600 years ago, the outside world started to make contact with some 
Aboriginal skin-groups. People from what is now Indonesia established trade 
relations with people of the north. Later when European sailors made contact, 
some of it was positive for Aboriginal peoples including sharing technologies. 
Other aspects of this early contact had a negative impact, in particular the 
introduction of diseases.  

In 1768 Captain Cook was issued with orders from the 
British Empire that if he discovered the great southern land 
he was to ‘with the consent of the natives, take possession 
of convenient situations in the name of the King ... or if (he 
was to) find the land uninhabited take possession for His 

Majesty’. 
 
1451 Documented journeys of Macassans (from present day Indonesia) to ‘Marege’ (Australia) 

1588 
It is known that, at this time, trade (as well as exchanges in culture and technologies) was 
well established between Aboriginal people North and Macassans. This trade continued 
until 1906 when the South Australian Government stopped it. 

1600 Dutch explorers investigated the coast of Western Australia. 

1606 
Earliest recorded contact between Europeans and Indigenous people. (Duyfken under 
Captain Willem Jansz – Cape York) 

1642 Abel Tasman claims Tasmania (which he called ‘Van Dieman's land’) for Holland 

1768 

Anticipating that Captain Cook would discover the great southern land he was issued with 
special instructions to "with the consent of the natives take possession of convenient 
situations in the name of the King... or if you find the land uninhabited Take Possession for 
His Majesty". 

1770 

April 29 Captain James Cook in the Endeavour entered Botany Bay. After an encounter 
with local people in Botany Bay Cook wrote that "all they seem'd to want was us to be 
gone".  He and his men explore and chart the east coast of Australian continent, and 
formally ‘claims’ that coast. 

1786 August 18 the British Government chose Botany Bay as a penal colony. 

1788 
9 ships led by Arthur Phillip land in Sydney Cove. As a result, Great Britain established 
the prison colony of New South Wales, the first permanent European settlement on 
Australian soil. 

 

Colonisation- the first 30 years 
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January 26th, 1788 marks the beginning of permanent 
European settlement of this land. The early years are 
devastating for the people who live around Sydney Cove. 
Killings, incarceration, forced removal from land, wars, 
disease, restriction of movement and early attempts at forced 
assimilation all occur in these early years. However, right 

from the beginning, some settlers believe there is a better way and work to develop 
respectful relationships with Aboriginal people. 
 

1788 

18 January Captain Arthur Phillip entered Botany Bay. A total of nine ships sailed into 
Botany Bay over three days. 
 
Aboriginal people watched the arrival. 
 
25 January Phillip sailed to Port Jackson and between 25 January and 6 February   1,000 
officials, marines, dependents and convicts came ashore. 
 
Frenchman La Perouse and two ships arrive at Botany Bay and remain until March 10. 
 
Resistance and conflict between Europeans and Aborigines begins almost immediately. 
 
Early February the French fire on Aborigines at Botany Bay. 
 
29 May the first conflict between the First Fleet arrivals and Aborigines takes place near 
Rushcutters Bay, Sydney. Two convicts are killed. 
 
December, Arabanoo is the first Aborigine captured by Europeans. 
 
Captain Phillip estimates that there are 1500 Aborigines living in the Sydney Region. 

1789 

April, smallpox decimates the Aboriginal population of Port Jackson, Botany Bay and 
Broken Bay. The disease spread inland and along the coast. 
 
The settlement spreads to Rose Hill, later called Parramatta. 
 
November, Governor Phillip captures two Aboriginal men - Bennelong and Colebee. 
Colebee escapes but Bennelong is kept at Government House for five months. 

1790 

Bennelong and a boy named Yemmerrawanie are taken to England by Phillip. Bennelong 
meets George III. Yemmerrawanie dies in England. In 1795 Bennelong returns to 
Australia. 
 
September, Pemulwuy spears Phillip's gamekeeper, John McEntire, and Phillip orders the 
first punitive expedition. Pemulwuy and his son Tedbury led Aboriginal resistance in the 
Sydney area in a guerrilla campaign lasting several years. 
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1791 Time-expired convicts granted land around Parramatta. 

1792 
Colonists spread to Prospect Hill, Kissing Point, Northern Boundary, the Ponds and the 
Field of Mars. 

1794 
By August, 70 colonists farming on the Hawkesbury. Aborigines dispossessed of their 
land. 

1797 
Punitive party pursue Pemulwuy and about 100 Aborigines to Parramatta. Pemulwuy is 
wounded and captured but later escapes. 

1798 Colonists dispossess Aborigines of land around Georges River flats and Bankstown. 

1799 

Two Aboriginal boys killed near Windsor by five Hawkesbury settlers. A court martial 
found them guilty but referred sentencing to the Secretary of State for Colonies and the 
men are released on bail. Governor Hunter is recalled. Acting-Governor King is instructed 
to pardon the men. 
 
Beginning of a six-year period of resistance to white settlement by Aborigines in the 
Hawkesbury and Parramatta areas. Known as the 'Black Wars'. 
 

 

26 April Newsletter 

 
Some further excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 
 
We continue our theme … 
 

1800s 

 
The British presence in Australia established, settlement spread quickly across the 
continent.  
 
While in many areas, good relations existed between settlers and Aboriginal 
people, the century was devastating for Indigenous Australians. When the British 
arrived there were between 300,000 and     one million Indigenous people 
throughout the Australian continent. At least 3 out of 4 Indigenous Australians did 
not survive colonisation. 
 
1802 June 30, Proclamation stating: “His Majesty forbids any act of injustice or wanton cruelty to the 

Natives, yet the settler is not to suffer his property to be invaded or his existence endangered by 
them, in preserving which he is to use the effectual, but at the same time the most humane, 
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means of resisting such attacks”. Shortly after this Pemulwuy is shot by two settlers. 

1804 One year after the British flag is raised in Tasmania, settlers are authorised to shoot unarmed 
Aboriginal people. Colonists are authorised by Lt. Moore to shoot 50 Aborigines at Risdon Cove 
in response to Aboriginal resistance. Hostilities increase - the slaughter of Aborigines in Van 
Diemen’s Land has begun. 

1816 In May Governor Macquarie announces a set of regulations controlling the free movement of 
Aboriginal people. No Aboriginal person is to appear armed within a mile of any settlement and 
no more than six Aboriginal people are allowed to ‘lurk or loiter near farms’. 

Passports or certificates are issued to Aboriginal people “who conduct themselves in a suitable 
manner”; to show they are ‘officially’ accepted by Europeans. 

1819-
1820 

Rapid expansion of the colony into present day Queensland. A penal settlement set up at 
Redcliffe but moved to present day Brisbane three months later. 
Colonists spread west of the Blue Mountains and establish stations. 
There are a number of large scale killings as conflict over dispossession of land and erosion of 
hunting rights continue. 

1824 In August, martial law is proclaimed in the Bathurst area when seven Europeans are killed by 
Aboriginal people and conflict with Aborigines is seen as a serious threat. Soldiers, mounted 
police, settlers and stockmen carry out numerous attacks on Aboriginal people. As many as 100 
Aboriginal people are killed. 

1834 In October, Governor Stirling leads a party of men to a site near present day Pinjarra, on the 
Swan River and attacks 80 Aboriginal people. One of Stirling’s men dies and many Aborigines 
are killed. Official reports say that 14 Aborigines were killed but Aboriginal accounts suggest a 
whole clan was decimated in the attack. This became known as the ‘Battle of Pinjarra’. The 
battle was an attempt to punish Aboriginal people south of Perth, after conflict with settlers the 
death, in April, of Hugh Nesbit. 

1835 John Batman attempts to make a ‘treaty’ with Aboriginal people for Port Phillip Bay, near 
present day Melbourne by ‘buying’ 243 000 hectares with 20 pairs of blankets, 30 tomahawks, 
various other articles and a yearly tribute. Governor Bourke does not recognise the ‘treaty’ and 
the purchase is voided. This is the only time colonists attempt to sign a treaty for land with 
Aboriginal owners. 

1837 In London, a Parliamentary Select Committee affirms the ‘plain and sacred right’ of Indigenous 
peoples to land. The committee reports genocide is happening in the colonies. 
Saxe Bannister, first Attorney General of NSW, makes a submission to the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons arguing that treaties should be entered into with Aboriginal people and 
that their rights to land should be respected 

1838 Jan - Mounted police, mostly European volunteers, set out in response to conflict on the 
Liverpool Plains, north central NSW. At Vinegar Hill, a site on ‘Slaughterhouse Creek’, 60 - 70 
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Aborigines are reported killed. 
June- Myall Creek massacre – 28 Aboriginal old men, women and children are butchered. 
Eleven stockmen are brought to trial; initially acquitted, then seven are retried and hanged for 
murder. There is a cry of outrage from the colonial press and sections of the public who cannot 
under-stand why anyone should hang for murdering Aboriginal people. 
Reports of poisoning of Aborigines on ‘Tarrone’ near Port Fairy, West Melbourne and ‘Kilcoy’ 
north-west Moreton Bay. Flour is poisoned and left in shepherds’ huts on ‘Kilcoy’ in the 
expectation that Aborigines now dispossessed of hunting ground would take it. 

1868 The first overseas cricket tour leaves Australia for England; the team is all Aboriginal.  
150 Aboriginal people are killed resisting arrest in the Kimberleys. 

1869 Act for “Protection and Management of Aboriginal Natives” is passed in Victoria  
A Board of Protection is established in Victoria and continues until 1957. During the next 20 
years nearly 11,000 hectares of land are ‘temporarily reserved’. By 1900, most Victorian 
Aborigines are placed on reserves. 

1876 Truganini dies in Hobart aged 73. The Tasmanian Government does not recognise the 
Aboriginal heritage of people of Aboriginal descent and claims the last Tasmanian Aboriginal 
person has died. A falsehood many still believe today. 

1879 Torres Strait Islands are annexed by Queensland. 

1883 NSW Aborigines Protection Board (APB) takes over reserves for Aboriginal people and sets up 
reserve schools – usually taught by untrained managers’ wives with an inferior curriculum. 
Where this is not possible, Aboriginal children can attend the local public schools providing they 
are “habitually clean, decently clad and that they conduct themselves with propriety, both in and 
out of school” 

1886 Western Australian Aborigines Protection Act provided for a Protection Board. 
The Victorian Aborigines Protection Act excludes “half castes” from their definition of an 
Aboriginal person. As a result nearly half the residents of the stations have to leave their homes. 

1888 The phrase ‘White Australia Policy’ appeared in William Lane’s Boomerang in Brisbane. 

1897 Jandamarra, Kimberley’s resistance fighter is shot and 19 former Aboriginal prisoners, who he 
had freed and were fighting with him, are also shot and killed. 

 
"Here in Australia we’re fortunate enough to have one of the richest and oldest 

continuing cultures in the world. This is something we should all be proud of and 
celebrate." 

Dr Tom Calma AO 
Reconciliation Australia Co-Chair 
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3 May Newsletter 

 
Some further excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 

1901 – Federation 

 
The Commonwealth of Australia is proclaimed on 
1 January 1901 in Centennial Park, Sydney by Lord 
Hopetoun, the first Governor General. The colonies 
became states, and a Federal Parliament was formed according to the Constitution. 
Edmund Barton becomes the first Prime Minister of Australia. 

1900 - Early 20th Century 

 
By the early 1900s, armed resistance from Indigenous 
peoples wanes and poisonings and massacres decrease.  
 
Slowly, the population begins to increase. In this period, 
legislation is introduced that describes the relationship as 
one of ‘protection’. By 1911 laws are taken up in all 
states, giving governments total control over the lives of Indigenous Australians, 
dictating where they could live and be employed. It also makes all children of 
Aboriginal peoples wards of the state, meaning they can be removed without 
permission. 
 

We continue our story … 

 

1900 - World War II 

 
By the early 1900s, armed resistance from Indigenous peoples wanes and 
poisonings and massacres decrease. Slowly, the population begins to increase. 
In this period, legislation is introduced that describes the relationship as one of 
‘protection’. The establishment of the NSW Aborigines Protection Board in 1883 
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becomes a model such laws are taken up in all States by 1911, giving governments 
total control over the lives of Indigenous people, dictating, where they could live 
and be employed.  It also makes all children of Aboriginal peoples wards of the 
state, meaning they can be removed without permission. 
 
Between the two World Wars policies become based on a belief that the Aboriginal 
race is weaker and will die out. It is determined that children with non-Indigenous 
ancestry, so called ‘half castes, should be taken from their families and raised in 
white institutions. 
 
This approach leads to the forced removal of children – what is now known as the 
'stolen generations' – and continues for 3- 4 generations. 
During this time, Aboriginal missions are established by a number churches, with 
mixed results. On 26 January 1938, the Aborigines Progressive Association 
declares a Day of Mourning and holds the first Aborigines Conference in Sydney. 
 
In April 1925, the Australian Aboriginal Progressive Association is formed and 
holds the first of four highly successful conferences in Sydney. This mobilise 
support from a growing number of non-Indigenous organisations, including 
philanthropic, humanitarian and church groups. 
 

1901 

Federation - The Commonwealth Constitution states "in reckoning the numbers of people... 
Aboriginal natives shall not be counted". 

It also states that “The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power to make laws 
for the peace, order, and good government of the Commonwealth with respect to:….The people 
of any race – other than the Aboriginal Race, for whom it is deemed necessary to make special 
laws"  
The states therefore retain their power over Aboriginal Affairs. 

‘Immigration Restriction Act’ forbids immigration of non-white races. It is more commonly 
known as the ‘White Australia Policy’. The thinking behind it relates to many policies that affect 
Aboriginal people.: For example, “Isaac Isaacs (MP and later Chief Justice of High Court, and 
Governor General) said: “I am prepared to do all that is necessary to ensure that Australia shall 
be free for all time from the contamination and the degrading influence of inferior races" This 
same thinking was to contribute to policies of forced removal of children to ‘breed out’ 
Aboriginality. 

1905 
The Western Australia Aborigines Act is passed (based on the 1897 Act of Queensland). The Act 
legalised the removal of Aboriginal children from their parents and natural families, encouraged 
establishment of reserves and missions, and introduced many restrictive measures. 1908 The 
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Invalid and Old Age Pension Act provides social security for all Australians except Aborigines. 

1909–
10 

NSW introduces The NSW Aborigines Act following crises in public schools. Aboriginal 
schools are established in NSW during the early part of the 20th century. Exclusion of 
Aboriginal children from public schools followed requests by the European community. In 
NSW, there are 22 Aboriginal schools in 1910, 35 in 1920 and 40 in 1940. The syllabus stresses 
manual activities and the teacher is usually the reserve manager's untrained wife. 

The Act also made it illegal for 'half castes' to live on reserves. In 1915 and 1918 amendments to 
the Act give the NSW Aborigines Protection Board greater powers to remove children for 
training as domestic servants. 

1910 

The Victorian Aborigines Act permitted the Board for Protection of Aborigines to help 'half 
castes' by licensing needy persons to live on stations. 

The Aborigines Protection Board Act is passed which gives the Protection Board 'legal' control 
over Aborigines on stations and reserves but not missions, in the Northern Territory. 

1911 
The South Australian Aboriginal Act is this state's first legislation relating directly to Aborigines, 
and gives the state similar powers as exist in Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern 
Territory. 

1912 Maternity Allowance is introduced but does not include Aboriginal people. 

1915 

A.O. Neville appointed chief protector of Aborigines in WA. He was a leader in racial thinking 
that justified the selective ‘breeding out’ of Aboriginality. He worked towards a time when 
society would be one without 'half-castes'. He called his scheme 'the breeding out of colour', a 
process called miscegenation. He used the 1905 Act to allow him to dictate who Aboriginal 
people could marry, and what children could stay with their parents. 

1915 Carrolup Native Settlement opened in Western Australia, and people forced to live there. 

1918 

Moore River Native Settlement opened in Western Australia, and people forced to live there. 
Like many other settlements and missions, Carrolup and Moore River were central in the 
strategies of forced removal of children. 

The Queensland Government establishes an Aboriginal station - Palm Island - in the Palm Isles. 

The Northern Territory Aboriginal Ordinance Act "ensured that Aborigines could not drink or 
possess or supply alcohol or methylated spirits, could not come within 2 chains of licensed 
premises, have firearms, marry a non-Aborigines without permission or have sex across the 
colour line". 

The Ordinance also forbids mining on Aboriginal Reserve Land. 
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1920 

Groote Eylandt, in the Gulf of Carpentaria, is named an Aboriginal Reserve. A number of 
missions have been established here. 

Aboriginal population of Australia is estimated to be 60 000. It is widely believed to be a 'dying 
race'. 

1927 
The Royal Commission into the Killings and Burning of Bodies of Aborigines in East 
Kimberley’ was held in response to public outcry over the 1926 Forrest River Massacre. 

1928 

Conniston Massacre in the Northern Territory. Europeans shoot 32 Aborigines after a European 
Dingo trapper, and a station holder are attacked by Aborigines. 

A court of inquiry says the Europeans' action was 'justified'. Aborigines are refused legal aid by 
the Federal Government. 

Some reserves are leased to non-Aboriginal settlers in Victoria. 

1929 
Royal Commission on the Constitution ‘recognises that the effect of the treatment of Aborigines 
on the reputation of Australia furnishes a powerful argument for transference of control to the 
Commonwealth’. 

1930 

Victorian William Cooper, petitions the King to have an Aboriginal representative in the Lower 
House of Federal Parliament. A similar attempt is made in NSW. They are unsuccessful. 

Gradual change occurs in attitudes of non-indigenous people. Passive policies become more 
positive. Welfare Organisations and anthropologists become more active. 

1934 

The Arnhem Land Reserve is declared. 

Mosely Royal Commission in Western Australia into the Treatment of Aboriginal people, mainly 
in response to allegations of brutality, ongoing massacres and slavery in the pastoral regions. 
This led to the 1936 act – even more oppressive controls. 

1936 
The WA Native Administration Act 1936 resulted in strict controls for Aboriginal people 
including the penalisation for actions, which were not considered an offence for non-Aboriginal 
people. Aboriginal people required permits for entry into certain towns and for employment. 

1937 

At a conference of state and federal officials called by the Federal Government, assimilation for 
some Aborigines is adopted as official policy. Part Aborigines are to be assimilated into white 
society whether they want to be or not, Aborigines not living a tribe life are to be educated and 
all others are to stay on reserves. 

William Ferguson, launches in Dubbo, NSW, the Aborigines Progressive Association, in 
opposition to the Aborigines Protection Board, after officials of the Board had arbitrarily used 
their powers to harass Aboriginal people. 
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1938 

On 26 January, 150 years after European occupation, the Aboriginal Progressive Association 
declares a Day of Mourning. An Aboriginal Conference is held in Sydney. These are the first of 
many Aboriginal protests against inequality, injustice, dispossession of land and protectionist 
policies. 

NSW Government changes Aboriginal policy from protection to assimilation following the 1937 
conference. 

December, Albert Namatjira holds his first exhibition in Melbourne, of 41 works. All works are 
sold in three days. 

1939 

Protest at Cumeroogunga, NSW, over malnutrition and ill treatment. 

The Aborigines Protection Board in South Australia is established. 

As a result of the 1937 conference Queensland passes legislation allowing Aborigines to receive 
workers' compensation. Also as a result of this conference a Native Affairs Branch is set up in 
the Northern Territory. 

1940 

Amendments to the NSW Aborigines protection legislation results in the replacement of the 
Aborigines Protection Board with the NSW Aborigines Welfare Board (after campaigning from 
Aborigines Progressive Association). Responsibility for Aboriginal Education is transferred to 
the Department for Education, which takes control of reserve buildings and started to provide 
trained teachers. 

In the 1940s most Federal social security benefits are extended to Aborigines. 

Increased mining developments in the 1940s in Western Australia brings protest from Aboriginal 
people concerned about their land. This lays the basis for the Pindan movement which was to 
grow from the 1946-49 strike by Aboriginal pastoral workers. 

1941 
The Child Endowment Act is passed but no endowment is paid to nomadic or dependent 
Aborigines. 

1941 The numbers and power of district protectors in Western Australia is increased. 

1942 
Darwin is bombed by the Japanese. Many Aboriginal people are relocated to 'control camps' and 
restrictions are places on Aboriginal movement, especially women. In Arnhem Land Aboriginal 
people make up special reconnaissance unit in defence against the Japanese. 

1943 

A further amendment to the Aboriginal protection legislation in NSW, gives two Aboriginal 
people - one 'full-blood' and one 'half caste' - representation on the Aboriginal Welfare Board. 
Walter Page and William Ferguson, both Aboriginal Progressive Association members, take up 
the positions. 
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1944 
Education Gazette, NSW, states "children of any Aborigine securing an Exemption Certificate 
(i.e. Exemption from being Aboriginal by law) are to be admitted to the ordinary public school". 

1944 

The WA Natives (Citizenship Rights) Act 1944 gave limited rights to Aboriginal people who 
could prove, among other things that they have adopted a 'civilised life' and, most cruelly, did not 
associate with Aboriginal people who did not have citizenship rights (except immediate family). 
Some Commonwealth benefits (unemployment, sickness, child endowment, old age, etc) were 
available to these ‘detribalised’ people. 

1944 First Aboriginal pastoralists strike in the Pilbara. 

 
 
 

10 May Newsletter 

 
Some further excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 

1945 to 1967 

The common assumption, even from well-meaning non-Aboriginal people, that the 
Aboriginal race would die out was wrong. They survived and along with non-
Indigenous supporters across the country, Indigenous people managed to 
consolidate their human rights efforts. 
 
In 1948 the Commonwealth Citizenship and Nationality Act, for the first time, 
gave the category of Australian Citizenship to all Australians, including Aboriginal 
peoples. 
 
In 1962, the Commonwealth Electoral Act was amended 
to give the vote to all Aboriginal people at a federal 
level. 
 
In 1962 Vincent Lingiari led a walk-off from the cattle 
station at Wave Hill in the NT in protest of inadequate 
wages and conditions. The protest eventually led to the 
Commonwealth Land Rights Act of 1976 
 
1945 Aboriginal cattle station workers in the Port Hedland district, Western Australia, strike for a pay 

increase. They are getting 10 shillings a week and are supplied with blankets. The Aborigines then 
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formed a co-operative to mine alluvial wolfram which was successful. 

An investigation shows Aborigines on Lord Vestey's Northern Territory cattle station are getting 
poor rations, inadequate housing, water and sanitation facilities, and are paid less than the 5/- a day 
minimum wage, which was set for Aborigines in a 1918 Ordinance. European males are receiving 
2pounds/8/- a week in 1945. 

1946 

Aboriginal children need a medical certificate to attend public schools. 

Aboriginal pastoral workers in the Pilbara, Western Australia, strike over pay, conditions and ill 
treatment. 

1947 
Bateman Inquiry in WA recommended a shift from ‘protectionist’ policies to ‘Assimilation’. 
(‘making them just like us’). SG Middleton was appointed Commissioner of Native Welfare and 
strived to dismantle the oppressive structure of control. 

1948 

The Commonwealth Citizenship and Nationality Act for the first time gives a category of 
"Australian Citizenship" to all Australians, including all Aborigines. However, at state level 
Aborigines still suffer legal discrimination. 

The Coranderrk Lands Act alienates Victoria's only 'permanent reservation'. In 1951 the remainder 
of Lake Condah reserve is revoked despite Aboriginal resistance. 

1949 

The Commonwealth Electoral Act extends the right to vote to Aboriginal ex-service men only. 

Douglas Nicholls, an Aboriginal pastor is unsuccessful in petitioning the King to have an 
Aboriginal representative in the Victorian Parliament. 

1950 

The first formal schooling for Aboriginal children in the Northern Territory is provided. Lack of 
facilities is rationalised by the claim that children "beyond the age of 10 couldn't keep up with white 
children anyway". 

Aboriginal children assimilate into NSW local schools, if all other parents agree. This right of veto 
is removed in 1960. 

1950 
The 1950 Fauna Protection Act required a licence to hunt. However, Aboriginal people, or 'natives' 
as they were called, were allowed to take fauna from all Crown land, except sanctuaries and any 
land without the consent of the occupier of that land. 

1953 
The Northern Territory Welfare Ordinance makes Aboriginal people wards of the government, 
basically making Aboriginal adults and children, minors. 

1953 Atomic tests begin near WA/SA border, leaving many Aboriginal people with radiation sickness. 
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1954 
The WA Native Welfare Act 1954 attempted to overcome the previous policy of strict controls 
under the Department of Native Welfare. Many of the restrictions imposed by the previous Act 
were repealed. 

1957 

The Federal Council for the Advancement of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders is set up. This 
group combines a number of civil rights and Aboriginal welfare organisations. The work of this 
group plays a large part in bring about the 1967 Referendum. 

Formation of the NADOC - National Aboriginal Day Observance Committee. 

1958 
Aboriginal men Ernie Mitchell and Peter Coffin receive 50 pounds in damages for slander against 
an ABC reporter in Western Australian. 

1961 The Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies is formed in Canberra. 

1962 

The Commonwealth Electoral Act is amended to give the vote to all Aboriginal people. It is not yet 
compulsory for Aboriginal people to register. 

The Aboriginal Affairs Act in South Australia reconstituted the Aborigines Protection Board and 
South Australian Department of Aboriginal Affairs. The Act also limited mining on reserves by 
people other than Aborigines. 

In NSW the prohibition on Aboriginal access to alcohol is removed. 

1963 

A bark petition against mining on the Gove Peninsula is drawn up by the senior men of the affected 
clans and presented to the Governor General. The Federal Government rejects the petition. 

Also in August, a Police evict residents at Mapoon, Queensland. The people are taken to other 
reserves and their settlement is burned down, to allow mining by Comalco. 

BHP and the Church Missionary Society at Groote Eylandt, Northern Territory sign an agreement 
which provides a lump sum payments and royalties for use of land by BHP. 

The Western Australian Native Welfare Act repeals the 1905 Act and alters the definition of an 
Aboriginal person and eligibility for aid. 

1964 

The Northern Territory Social Welfare Ordinance replaces the Welfare Ordinance supposedly 
putting Aboriginal people on the same level as other Australians. But the Ward's Employment 
Ordinance remains in force leaving Aboriginal people on Christian missions and government 
settlements, about two-thirds of the Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory, unequal in 
employment, wages, vocational training and housing. 

1965 
Integration Policy is introduced, meaning Aboriginal people are supposed to have more control over 
their life and society. 

Northern Territory patrol officers 'bring in' the last group of Aboriginal people - the Pintubi people - 
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living an independent life in the desert. The Pintubi people are relocated to Papunya and 
Yuendumu. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders' Affairs Act, passed in Queensland, gives the Director of 
Aboriginal Affairs considerable power over 'assisted' Aborigines. For example, an assisted 
Aborigine could be detained for up to a year for behaving in an 'offensive, threatening, insolent, 
insulting, disorderly, obscene or indecent manner', or 'leaving, escaping or attempting to leave or 
escape for the reserve'. 

In the Northern Territory Supreme Court, Frank Ganngu and Elsie Darbuma's application for the 
return of their three children, who were taken from the leprosarium at the Oenpelli mission and 
fostered out, is rejected. 

1966 

Stockmen and women at Wave Hill walk-off in protest against intolerable working conditions and 
inadequate wages. They establish a camp at Watti Creek and demand the return of some of their 
traditional lands. This began a seven year fight by the Gurindji people to obtain title to their land. 

Cumeroogunga Pty Ltd becomes 'tenants at will' of the NSW Aboriginal Welfare Board under an 
agreement to farm the remainder of the Cumeroogunga reserve. 

The South Australian Prohibition of Discrimination Act is the first of its kind in Australia and bans 
all types of race and colour discrimination in employment, accommodation, legal contracts and 
public facilities. 

The South Australian Lands Trust Act is the first legislation providing land ownership and 
compensation to dispossessed Aboriginal people. The Act set up a trust composed of Aboriginal 
people. It enabled Aborigines to obtain specific title to reserves, where reserves existed. 

Charles Perkins and Margaret Valadian are the first Aboriginal university graduates. 

 

17 May Newsletter 

 
Some further excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 

1967 – 1990 

 

After a decade long campaign by Indigenous and non-Indigenous people working 
side by side to move the nation forward, a referendum held in May 1967 is the 
most successful this nation has ever seen. More than 90 per cent of Australian 
voters say YES that Indigenous people should be counted in the national census of 
the population. 
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In 1972, the Whitlam Government establishes the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs and commits to a policy of self-determination. Three years later, the 
Australian Senate unanimously endorses a resolution put up by Aboriginal Senator 
Neville Bonner acknowledging prior ownership of this country by Indigenous 
peoples. Federal Parliament also passes the Racial Discrimination Act. 
In 1984, nine members of an extended family still living a semi nomadic life in the 
Gibson Desert are found and brought into communities. 
 
In 1988, at the Barunga Festival, PM Bob Hawke is presented with two painting 
and text calling for Indigenous rights. This is known as the Barunga Statement - 
the Prime Minister responded by saying there will be a treaty within the life of the 
current parliament. 
 

1967 

The Commonwealth Referendum passes. This ends constitutional discrimination and all Aboriginal 
peoples are now counted in the national census. It also means that the Federal Government can now 
legislate for Aboriginal people in the states and share the responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs with 
state governments. All states except Queensland, abandon laws and policies that discriminate 
against Aboriginal people. The first census fully including Aboriginal people is in 1971. 

The Gurindji people petition the Governor General for 1 295 square kilometres of their land to be 
excised from Wave Hill pastoral lease. 

1967 
A Commonwealth Referendum realised 90 per cent 'yes' votes for Aboriginal people to be given 
full citizenship. The Commonwealth was given the power to legislate in relation to Aboriginal 
matters. 

1968 

Aboriginal workers are included in the Northern Territory Cattle Industries Award. 

Nabalco and the Federal Government sign an agreement giving Nabalco a 42 year special lease to 
mine bauxite near Yirrkala in the Arnhem Land reserve. 

Desecration of the Weebo Site in Western Australia eventually led to the Western Australian 
Heritage Act being proclaimed in 1972. 

The Commonwealth Office of Aboriginal Affairs is established and in 1972 becomes the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs. 

1969 

Aborigines Welfare Board in NSW is abolished. 

The Federal Government establishes the National Aboriginal Sports Foundation to help finance 
sports activities. 

An Aboriginal delegation goes to New York and presents a statement on Australian Aborigines to 
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the Office of the UN Secretary-General. 

1970 

Aboriginal trustees of the Lake Tyer and Framlingham reserves in Victoria are granted individual 
land title, not communal title as most preferred as this would prevent sections being sold off, as they 
later were. 

The Gibb Inquiry looks into the situation of Aboriginal people on pastoral properties in the 
Northern Territory. The government is slow to create living areas or excisions in pastoral 
properties. 

Some people from Maningrida in the Northern Territory, left and went back to a preferred way of 
life on their home estates. These estates were called 'outstations' and later 'homeland centres'. By 
1972 many people had moved back to their traditional homelands. 

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Parks and Wildlife Service names areas at West Point, Sundown Point 
and Mt Cameron West as Aboriginal sites. 

1971 

Noonkanbah station workers walk off. 

Gumatj Elders Millrrpum and others take on Nabalco Pty Ltd and the Federal Government in the 
Gove Land Rights Case following on from the bark petition. The Northern Territory Supreme Court 
ruled that Aboriginal people did not, under Australian law own the Arnhem Land reserve. This 
meant Nabalco could mine the land. 

Larrakia people 'sit-in' at Bagot Road, Darwin as a protest against theft of their land. 

Queensland Aborigines Act is passed. Under it some legal restrictions for Aboriginal people living 
on reserves are maintained. Aboriginal cultural customs are banned and reading matter, mail, 
recreation, and marital and sexual relationships are censored. Their work and wage worth can be 
decreased and their movements recorded. 

NSW Aboriginal Legal Service is formed. 

The Northern Territory Ordinance is repealed. Neville Bonner becomes the first Aboriginal member 
of Parliament when he filled a casual Senate vacancy. In 1972 he is elected on the Liberal Party 
ticket in Queensland. 

Evonne Goolagong wins the women's singles at Wimbledon. 

1971 Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples counted in the census for the first time. 

1972 

Aboriginal January - July the 'Aboriginal Embassy' is pitched outside Parliament House in 
Canberra, demonstrating for land rights. 

14 July, National Aborigines Day there are Australia wide strikes and marches by Aboriginal 
people. 
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NSW Director-General of Education approved the removal of the section of the teachers' handbook 
that allowed school principals the right to refuse enrolment to Aboriginal children because of home 
conditions or substantial opposition from the community. 

Aboriginal Heritage Act is proclaimed in Western Australia.  A policy of self-determination is 
introduced nationally. 

December, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs was established by the Whitlam Government. By 
1975 offices had been established in all states and only Queensland had not transferred to the 
department all major responsibilities for Aboriginal policy and administration. 

December, the Whitlam Government freezes all applications for mining and exploration on 
Commonwealth Aboriginal reserves. 

A community controlled Aboriginal Medical Service is set up in Redfern, Sydney. The first in 
Australia. (Many were to follow) 

1973 

Mr Justice Woodward of the Aboriginal Land Commission delivers his first report, showing the 
way for a new approach to Aboriginal Land Rights. 

 

Land Rights - 1972 

Department of Aboriginal Affairs begins a national program to improve the health and health 
services of Aboriginal people. 

The National Aboriginal Consultative Committee is set up to advise the Federal Government on 
Aboriginal affairs. Aborigines elect the members. 

Cumeroogunga Pty Ltd buy back adjacent land after receiving a grant from the Capital Loan Fund. 

The NSW Aboriginal Land Trust is set up to receive freehold ownership of former Aboriginal 
reserves. 
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1974 

Justice Woodward's second report says "to deny Aborigines the right to prevent mining on their 
land is to deny the reality of their Land Rights". His report is accepted in principle by all political 
parties and most states. 

A Commonwealth Act establishes the Aboriginal Land Fund Commission to buy land for 
Aboriginal corporate groups. Since then many properties have been acquired throughout Australia. 
The fund was replaced by the ADC (Aboriginal Development Council) in 1980. 

 

Senator Neville Bonner 

The Australian Senate unanimously endorses a resolution by Senator Neville Bonner 
acknowledging prior ownership of this country by Aboriginal people and seeking compensation for 
their dispossession. 

1975 

Commonwealth Racial Discrimination Act comes into force. 

The National Aboriginal and Islander Health Organisation is set up. 

Gurindji people receive leasehold title to some of their traditional land in the Northern Territory. 

The World Council of Indigenous People is founded. 

1975 

Between 1975-1976 the Laverton Royal Commission in Western Australia investigating clashes 
between police and Aboriginal people at Laverton and Skull Creek in December, 1974 and January, 
1975, found that police were unable to justify arrests and that some parts of the police story had 
been invented. The Premier, Sir Charles Court, dismissed the report as "a waste of money". 

Ranger Uranium and Environmental Inquiry examines the effects of mining on Aboriginal people. 

1976 
Establishment of the NSW Aboriginal Education Consultative Group (AECG). 

The Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act is passed by the Federal Parliament. It 
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provides recognition of Aboriginal land ownership by about 11,000 Aboriginal people. It enables 
traditional Aboriginal lands to be granted to the Aboriginal Lands Trust. 

Three Land Councils are founded and an office of Aboriginal Land Commissioners is created. 

In first claim under the Act, Mr Justice Fox, who ran the Ranger Uranium and Environmental 
Inquiry recommends that traditional owners in the Alligator River region be granted land. Mining 
and tourism continue to operate in the area. 

The Pitjantjatjara Council is formed. 

1977 

The National Aboriginal Education Committee is established. 

NSW Anti-Discrimination Act comes into force. 

NSW Land Council is established by Aboriginal people in Sydney. 

Aboriginal woman Isobel Coe received $100 in damages in the Moree District Court, NSW against 
Malcolm Barber who refused her entrance to his bar. 

The Northern, Central and Tiwi Land Councils are established under the Land Rights (NT) Act. 

Mr Justice Toohey is appointed Land Commissioner in the Northern Territory. 

The first Land Claim hearing to Crown land at Borroloola commences. 

The National Trachoma and Eye Health Program finds that of 60 000 Aboriginal people examined, 
more than half have trachoma. The infect rate is as high as 80 percent in some areas. 

1978 

Pat O'Shane becomes the first Aboriginal law graduate and barrister. 

The Northern Territory Aboriginal Sacred Sites Ordinance is passed, instituting prosecution for 
trespass and desecration of Aboriginal sites. 

The South Coast Aboriginal Regional Council in NSW is formed by Aboriginal people living 
between Wollongong and Eden. 

Land titles are granted to 15 Aboriginal Land Trusts in the Northern Territory. 

Western Australian Government agrees that some of the money earned by mining land held by the 
Aboriginal Lands Trusts "would go to the Aborigines". 

The Kimberley Land Council is formed. It received no Government assistance. 

The North Queensland Land Council is established without any government assistance. The 
Northern Territory is given self-government by the Fraser Government. 

The Northern Land Council and Commonwealth Government signed the Ranger uranium mining 



Reconciliation Information from Melba Shed Newsletters 2013 

Page | 27 

 

agreement. 

1979 

The Aboriginal Development Commission is established. 

In Coe v Commonwealth, Coe is unsuccessful in challenging the legal concept that Australia had 
been an uninhabited land which had been settled not conquered. 

By 1979 NSW Land Trust had gained 144 properties, all former Aboriginal reserves. 

The Western Australian Supreme Court grants and injunction against the American-based Amax 
company which want to explore Noonkanbah for oil. Test drilling finally goes ahead despite 
Aboriginal resistance which is supported by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people across Australia. 

The Aboriginal Communities Act 1979 was proclaimed, allowing certain Aboriginal Communities 
to manage and control community affairs. 

Aboriginal Treaty Committee is formed from a call by the National Aboriginal Conference for a 
treaty between the Commonwealth and Aboriginal people. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
(Fred Chaney) welcomes the initiative and funds a nationwide consultation process. 

1980 

The Pitjantjatjara Council advises the Aboriginal Affairs Minister of the possible radioactive 
contamination of Aboriginal people at Wallatinna Station, South Australia as a result of atomic 
tests. The 'Black Mist' of 1953 is brought to public attention with symptoms of sight loss and skin 
rashes being reported. A number of Aboriginal people die as a result of the British atomic tests and 
up to 1,000 are directly affected. 

September, the National Federation of Land Councils is formed. 

The WA Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 was amended in 1980 following disputes over developments 
at Noonkanbah in the North West. The amendments tightened the definition of an Aboriginal site of 
significance, removed a penalty provision and gave the responsible Minister the power to give 
approval to disturb an Aboriginal site. 

1981 
Pitjantjatjara people of South Australia are granted land under the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 
(SA). A large area of the state is returned to the Anangu Pitjantjatjara. 

1982 

Victorian Premier Cain announces legislation is to be passed recognising the Aboriginal ownership 
of the Framlingham Forest near Warrnambool. 

Aboriginal people at the Hermannsburg mission are granted freehold title. October, Queensland 
Aboriginal people protest at the Commonwealth Games. 

Northern Land Council sign an agreement with the Pan-Continental mining company allowing the 
company to mine uranium at Jabiluka. 

Death of Joe Pat in Roebourne (WA) jail. The first death in custody to be widely protested and 
eventually leads to the setting up of the Royal Commission Inquiring into Aboriginal Deaths in 
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Custody. 

The Commonwealth Racial Discrimination Act is upheld as able to override inconsistent state laws. 

1984 

In September a Northern Territory Aboriginal Land Inquiry is established by the Federal 
Government. Prime Minister Hawke announces the removal of Aboriginal peoples' limited right to 
say 'yes' or 'no' to mining on Aboriginal land in the Northern Territory in the context of 'Uniform 
Land Rights'. 

A Royal Commission is opened into the British Nuclear Tests. 

1985 

Uluru is handed back to the traditional owners. 

In the 'Come to Canberra Campaign' joint land councils from the Northern Territory and the States 
go to Parliament House, Canberra to protest against the proposed changes to the Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act of the Northern Territory and the inadequate provisions in Hawke's visions of 'Uniform 
National Land Rights'. 

The Pitjantjatjara council makes an agreement with Amoco Petroleum for exploration on 20 000 
square kilometres of their land. 

1987 

Northern Territory elections are held and for the first time voting is compulsory for Aboriginal 
people. In response to campaigns from Aboriginal people, a Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody was established. It quickly broadened its terms of reference to include the 
‘underlying issues’ that led to such high rates of incarceration. 

Imparja Television Company receives the first TV Broadcasting license issued to an Aboriginal 
organisation. 

1988 

Long March. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders from around Australia converge on Sydney for 
protest on 26 January. 1988 is a year of celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
survival. 

Barunga Statement. Prime Minister Hawke affirms that the Government is committed to work for a 
negotiated Treaty with Aboriginal People. 

Second Aboriginal cricket team tours England. 

Human Rights Commission reports that conditions at Toomelah and Boggabilla settlements are 
worse than third world countries.  Justice Muirhead presents interim report on Black Deaths in 
Custody. 

1989 

The NSW Taskforce on Aboriginal Heritage and Culture recommends that responsibility for 
Aboriginal Heritage be removed from the National Parks and Wildlife Service and that a separate 
Aboriginal Heritage Commission be established. 
A resolution on Aboriginal prior ownership and dispossession is passed at the opening of the new 
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Parliament House in Canberra. It is not supported by the Liberal Party. 

 

24 May Newsletter 

 
Some further excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
(http://www.shareourpride.org.au/) 

1990 – 2000 

 
In 1991, the Report of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
was handed down recommending a formal process of reconciliation. 
 
The work of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation during the ‘90s stimulated 
heightened awareness among non-Indigenous people. But the legacy of the past, 
which was exacerbated by continuing policy failure means that the lives of many 
Indigenous people continue to be marred by poor health, unemployment, 
imprisonment, homelessness, substance abuse and family violence. 
 

Prime Minister Paul Keating’s historical address at Redfern in 1992 was one of the 
most significant events in the reconciliation of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians. The speech was given to a largely Aboriginal gathering at Sydney’s 
Redfern Park to commemorate the Year of the World’s Indigenous People. The 
speech was powerful and asked non- Indigenous Australians to think about how 
they would feel if the past injustices inflicted on Indigenous Australians had been 
inflicted upon them instead. Prime Minister Keating asked the people of Australia 
to feel compassion and empathy.  
 
Only months after the speech was given the High Court of Australia passed down 
the judgement in Mabo which recognised that  Native Title did in fact exist and 
that Australia had not been terra nullius at the time of European settlement. 
 

 
In 1993, the High Court overturned the notion of terra nullius (that the Australian 
land belonged to no one when Europeans arrived in 1788). As a result, the Federal 
Parliament passed the Native Title Act. In 1996, Aboriginal, pastoral and 
environmental groups on Cape York signed a landmark agreement on land use. 
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In 1997, the Bringing Them Home Report was launched, demonstrating in stark 
detail the suffering of the stolen generations. 
 
In 2000, more than a million Australians walked across 
bridges to show their support for reconciliation. The 
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation wound up, 
presenting a set of recommendations to the Government. 

1990 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Commission ATSIC commenced official operation on 5 
March 1990. This commission became Australia's principal democratically elected indigenous 
organisation. 

In its decision on Mabo vs. Queensland, the High Court of Australia ruled that the Common law of 
Australia recognises a form of traditional native title. 

The Council of Australian Governments endorsed a National Commitment to Improved Outcomes 
in the Delivery of Programs and Services for Aboriginal People and Torres Strait Islanders. The 
main purpose of the National Commitment was to provide a framework for coordinated inter-
governmental actions to redress Aboriginal inequality and disadvantage. 

1991 

The Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody presents its Report and 
Recommendations to the Federal Government. 

The Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation Act passes through Federal Parliament with cross-party 
support. The Council is formed. 

Legislation providing for land rights in Queensland are passed - the Aboriginal Land Act 1991 and 
the Torres Strait Land Act 1991. They are greatly inferior to the standard set by the Northern 
Territory legislation. 

The Upper House in Tasmania rejects land rights legislation for Aboriginal people. 

1992 

Torres Strait Islander flag designed. 

The High Court of Australia rules in the Mabo case that native title exists over 
particular kinds of lands - unalienated Crown Lands, national parks and 
reserves - and that Australia never was terra nullius or 'empty land'. 

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs invokes the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Heritage Act to protect women's sites near Alice Springs, threatened 
by a dam proposed by the Northern Territory Government. 

The Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation met for the first time, beginning a 10-year process of 
Reconciliation towards a vision of "a united Australia that respects this land of ours; values the 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage; and provides justice and equity for all." 

Prime Minister Keating's Redfern Speech at the launch of the International Year of the indigenous 
People acknowledged past wrongs. 

1993 

International Year of Indigenous People. 

The Office of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner is established 
by the Federal Government in response to issues of discrimination and disadvantage highlighted by 
the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission's National Inquiry into Racist Violence. 

30 June 1993 the Wik Peoples make a claim for native title in the Federal Court of Australia for 
land on the Cape York Peninsula in Queensland. Native Title Act does not pass through Parliament 
until December 1993. 

The Native Title Act was proclaimed. 

First National Indigenous Business Economic Conference Meeting at Fitzroy Crossing of 
representatives of the Kimberley Land Council, Aboriginal pastoralists, Pastoralists and 
Grainhandlers Association and WA Farmers Federation – the first wide ranging meeting between 
these groups in 100 years. 

1994 

Native Title Act 1993 becomes law on 1 January 

The Going Home Conference is held in Darwin, NT. Representatives from every state and territory 
met to share experiences, and expose the history of the removal of Aboriginal children from their 
families and the effects of this policy on Aboriginal people. 

Australian Football League released a new code of conduct on racism. The League has since seen 
dramatic rise in Aboriginal participation, through a number of strategies to better engage Aboriginal 
people. 

1995 

29 January, Justice Drummond in the Federal Court makes a decision that the claim of the Wik and 
Thayorre Peoples could not succeed over the areas that were subject to pastoral leases. The Judge's 
reason was that he considered that the grant of pastoral leases under Queensland law extinguished 
any native title rights. 

The Wik and Thayorre peoples appeal to the High Court. 

In May the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children 
from Their Families is established in response to efforts made by key Indigenous agencies and 
communities. 

1996 September, the Jawoyn people in the Katherine region of the Northern Territory sign on to the 
largest single commercial deal in Australian history involving Aboriginal interests. The signing is a 
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major expansion of Aboriginal involvement in the Pegasus Mt Todd Gold Mine. 

15 November, the Federal Government under Howard sees economic development as the key to the 
success of its indigenous affairs policy. Senator John Herron, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Affairs sets out the government's broad policy in his Lyons Lecture in Canberra and 
says "As a Government we believe in economic independence and restoration of self-esteem". 

23 December, The Wik Decision - the High Court reversed Justice Drummond's judgment. The 
High Court found that pastoral leases did not necessarily extinguish native title and that both could 
co-exist but where there was a conflict native title rights were subordinate to the rights of the 
pastoral lease holder. 

1997 

March, Hamersley Iron and the Gumala Aboriginal Corporation finalise a unique regional land use 
agreement making the way of the $500 million Yandicoogina iron ore mine in the Pilbara region of 
Western Australia. The agreement was the result of 20 months of consultation and negotiation. 

10 March, Alcan South Pacific Pty Ltd enters into a detailed Heads of Agreement with the 
Aboriginal community in Weipa, Cape York, for a proposed bauxite mining and shipping operation 
from Alspac's existing mining lease at Ely, north of Weipa. 

3 April, 12 months negotiations between the Arakwal people, NSW State Government and the 
Byron Bay Shire result in an agreement over a new recreation are in Byron Bay. The Arakwal 
sisters secure a say in the management of the new park in the area. 

7 April, the Dunghutti Aboriginal people of NSW and other stakeholders negotiate the first 
successful claim under the Native Title Act. 

25 May, National Sorry Day - a day for organisations to apologies for the removal of Aboriginal 
children from their families. 
A chance for all Australians to recognise the pain thousands of Aboriginal people went through. 
The first 'Sorry Day' is marked by hundreds of activities around the country. The Australian Federal 
Government does not take part in 'Sorry Day', saying people who removed Aboriginal children 
thought they were doing the right thing and people now should not have to say sorry for what 
people did in the past. 

26 May, The 700-page report of the 'Stolen Children' National Inquiry ‘Bringing them home’, was 
tabled in Federal Parliament. 

In May the HREOC Inquiry brought down its findings in its report 'Bringing them home: a guide to 
the findings and recommendations of the National Inquiry into the separation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children from their families.' 

Immediately following the release of the report, the WA Premier on behalf of the State and 
Parliament made a formal apology to Aboriginal people affected by past Government policies and 
practices for the removal of Aboriginal children from their families and communities. The apology 
was supported by all parties. All other States and Territories followed. 
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The Commonwealth Parliament is the only parliament to have refused to apologise. 

26 - 28 May, Australian Reconciliation Convention. At least 100 conference delegates turn their 
backs on the Prime Minister Howard as he addresses the conference. 

April - May, in response to the Wik decision the Federal Government under Howard develops its 10 
Point Plan as the basis for amending the Native Title Act 1993. These amendments are introduced 
in the Spring Session (September 1997) of the Commonwealth Parliament. 

1998 

Australians recognised 26 May as 'Sorry Day’ to allow people to express their feelings about the 
forced removal of children from their families, based on race. (May 26 is the anniversary of 
parliament tabling the HREOC report.) 

In July the Native Title Amendment Act 1998 was introduced. This act implemented the 
Government's 10 Point Plan in response to the High Court's decision in the Wik case. 

19 First successful claim for Native Title decided by the courts; the claim by the Miriuwung 
Gajerrong people of the East Kimberley. 

2000 

27 May - 3 June Corroboree 2000 - National Reconciliation Week. 

28 May, People's Walk for Reconciliation across the Sydney Harbour Bridge on Sunday 2000. This 
was followed by walks, in the same year, in all other capital cities and many other towns, involving 
millions of people. 

27 May, is the anniversary of the 1967 Referendum in which more than 90 percent of Australians 
voted to give the Commonwealth the power to make laws for Aboriginal people and for Aboriginal 
people to be counted in the census. 

3 June marks the anniversary of the High Court's Mabo judgment in 1992 which recognised the 
native title rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and overturned the notion of terra 
nullius. 

 

31 May Supplementary Timeline Information provided by Drew 

McDonald 

1990 – 2000 

 

2000 

Reconciliation Australia is an independent, not-for-profit organisation established in 2000 by the 
former Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation. It is the peak national organisation building and 
promoting reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians for the wellbeing of 
the nation. 
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Thousands of Australians walk for reconciliation over Sydney Harbour bridge. 

Catherine Freeman OAM wins gold for Australia in the final of the 400m final at the Sydney 
Olympics uniting the nation. 

2001 

Carol Martin MLA for the Kimberley became the first Aboriginal woman elected to an Australian 
Parliament. 

Indigenous peoples and cultural events featured heavily in the Centenary of Federation program. 

The Yeperenye Festival outside Alice Springs, NT, was the largest corroboree ever staged in this 
country – over 25 000 people and 40 Indigenous nations. The program celebrated the first 
Aboriginal federation of over 1000 generations. 

In December 2001, a dedication to commemorate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who 
had served in Australian National Forces was conducted at Kings Park, Perth. Australia's first State 
war memorial for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people was erected at the dedication. 
Aboriginal war veterans had not been recognised at the time. 

2002 

The High Court rejects an appeal by Lorna Cubillo and Peter Gunner against the Federal Court’s 
decision to deny the right of those removed from their families and communities to make 
compensation claims. Members of the Stolen Generations vow to continue their fight for 
compensation. 

In November, Prime Minister Howard announces a review into the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission (ATSIC), which recommends a strengthening of the regional structure and the 
election of local officials. 

In December the Commonwealth Government releases its response to Reconciliation: Australia’s 
Challenge, the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation’s final report. The Government does not 
commit to action on any of the recommendations of the report, except to indicate that if there was 
sufficient public support a referendum on deleting section 25 of the Constitution would be held. 
This response reiterates the Government’s commitment to ‘practical reconciliation’. 

2003 

Dr Bill Jonas AM, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner, launches his 
annual Social Justice Report, describing the incarceration rates for Indigenous women a national 
shame. 

Following an extensive inquiry into national progress towards Reconciliation, Dr Jonas AM calls on 
the Australian Government to recommit to the reconciliation process. The Senate Legal and 
Constitutional References Committee’s report ‘Reconciliation-Off track’ highlights crucial failings 
in the approach of the Australian Government to Indigenous affairs and the reconciliation process. 

2004 
Abolition of ATSIC announced by Federal Government, along with an emphasis on 
‘mainstreaming’. Responsibility for the delivery of all Indigenous-specific programs was 
transferred to mainstream agencies and a ‘whole-of-government’ approach adopted. The new 



Reconciliation Information from Melba Shed Newsletters 2013 

Page | 35 

 

approach is based on a process of negotiating agreements with Indigenous families and 
communities at the local level in accordance with the concepts of mutual obligation and reciprocity 
for service delivery. 

In its place the Government appoints the ‘National Indigenous Council’, a group of hand picked 
Indigenous people to advise the Government in relation to Aboriginal affairs. 

In October, Prime Minister Howard formally omits the word ‘reconciliation’ from the government 
agenda, no longer appointing any further ‘Minister Assisting the Prime Minister on Reconciliation’ 

The Commonwealth Government establishes Reconciliation Place in Canberra a memorial to the 
stolen generations. 

2005 

The Federal Court recognises that the Ngaanyatjarra claimants hold exclusive possession rights 
over most of the Ngaanyatjarra Lands. The decision is reached through negotiation, not litigation. 

Former AFL footballer Michael Long campaigns for recognition of the plight of Indigenous 
Australians. Long walks from Melbourne to Canberra in 2004 and encourages all Australians to 
walk with him in Melbourne in 2005. 

2006 

Prime Minister John Howard and Reconciliation Australia Director Mick Dodson launch 
Reconciliation Australia’s Reconciliation Action Plan program to help organisations turn good 
intentions into action. The trail blazer RAP organisations are BHPBilliton, Yartneen Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Corporation, Centrelink, South Australian Department of Administrative and 
Information Services, ANZ, City of Melbourne, Oxfam and Canberra Investment Corporation. 

In September the Noongar native title decision is handed down. The Australian Government, with 
the support of the Labor opposition, support the state government’s decision to appeal. 

2007 

27 May 2007 marks the 40th anniversary of the 1967 Referendum. Surviving campaigners are 
honoured and the profile of reconciliation raised as an important issue in contemporary Australia. 

Pat Anderson and Rex Wild QC release the ‘Little Children are Sacred’ report. The report makes 97 
recommendations to the NT government. In their letter to the Chief Minister they say that they hope 
that the Report assists the government to successfully tackle the most serious issue of Aboriginal 
child abuse in the Northern Territory. 

In August an Aboriginal man from SA Bruce Trevorrow is the first person to receive stolen 
generations compensation; he is awarded $525,000. 

2008 

For the first time in the nation’s history a welcome to country is performed at the opening of the 
Australian parliament when it opens on 12 February. It is performed by a traditional owner of the 
Ngambri/Ngunnawal peoples, Matilda House. 

On 13 February the Australian Parliament apologises to the stolen generations for the wrongs of the 
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past. 

A Statement of Intent to close the gap in health status between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples is signed by key Indigenous health bodies as well as by Prime Minister Rudd and the 
Leader of the Opposition, Brendan Nelson. 

In April Dr Jackie Huggins AM co-chair’s the Indigenous Affairs panel at the 2020 Summit. 

 

31 May Newsletter 

 
Some further excerpts from the Share our Pride website. 
 

Some local events during National Reconciliation Week: 

 

Reconciliation Week Collection Highlight Tours 

 

Date: 25 May 2013 - 02 Jun 2013 
Time: 02:30pm - 03:00pm 
Venue: National Portrait Gallery 

• See Indigenous Australians who have contributed to the richness 
and vibrancy of Australian culture and society and experience 
how the portrayal of Indigenous peoples has changed over time. 

 

Wintaru - Hear the Elements Talk 

Date: 24 May 2013 - 07 Jun 2013 
Time: 10:00am - 04:30pm 
Venue: gallery@bcs (Belconnen Community Service) 

• A collaborative, mixed media exhibition by Warlpiri artist Wanta 
Jampijinpa, Canberra artist Lee Anne Proberts and students from the ANU 
School of Music. 

• Sand painting demonstration and storytelling: 10am-4pm, Wednesday, May 
29. Exhibition opening celebration: 6pm Wednesday, May 29. All welcome. 
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Last Post Ceremony 

Date: 27 May 2013 - 02 Jun 2013 
Time: 04:50pm - 05:00pm 
Venue: Australian War Memorial, Treloar Crescent Campbell 

• Last Post ceremonies will include stories of Australia's 
Indigenous personnel. 

 

Gallery talks at the War Memorial 

Date: 30 May 2013 - 30 May 2013 
Time: 11:30am - 12:30pm 
Venue: Orientation Gallery, Australian War Memorial, Treloar Crescent Campbell  

• Walk-and-talk tour giving an overview of Indigenous service in the Australian 
Defence Force. 

Public talk – Indigenous service in the First Australian Imperial Force 

Date: 02 Jun 2013 - 02 Jun 2013 
Time: 11:30am - 12:30pm 
Venue: BAE Systems Theatre, Australian War Memorial, Treloar Crescent 
Campbell  

• Public lecture with the Australian War Memorial's Indigenous Liaison 
Officer, Gary Oakley. 

 

National Reconciliation Week celebration at UC 

Date: 03 Jun 2013 - 03 Jun 2013 
Time: 12:00pm - 02:00pm 
Venue: Concourse area, outside the front of Building 7 University of Canberra 

• Flag raising ceremony, celebration of stories, dances and music with 
traditional native cuisine. 

 

Footprints: The Journey of Lucy and Percy Pepper 
Date: 27 May 2013 - 03 Jun 2013 

Time: 09:00am - 05:00pm 
Venue: National Archives of Australia Queen Victoria 
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Terrace Parkes 

• A remarkable story about the strength of an Aboriginal family in the face of 
adversity. 

 

Some quotes from Australians of the Year: 

Australian of the Year 1968 

Lionel Rose MBE 

Rose was the first Indigenous Australian to be named Australian 
of the Year. When accepting the award, he noted: ‘One hundred 
and eighty-two years ago one of my mob would have been a dead cert for this.’  

Australian of the Year 1971 

Evonne Goolagong MBE AO 

Accepting her Australian of the Year award, Goolagong remarked: 
‘It’s something I’ve always wanted – to be known as an Australian. 
When I was younger I was always referred to as an Aboriginal 
tennis player.’ 
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