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2019 Annual Men’s Shed Gathering (ACT and surrounding NSW) 
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The following is a brief summary of proceedings by Bob Salmond who, with Harry Redfern, 
represented Melba Shed. 

Introduction 
The meeting was chaired by Jim Thornton, the head of the local division (No 16) of Australian 
Men’s Sheds Association (AMSA). 

The format was to have addresses from ACT politicians from all parties, the ACT government 
department handling Men’s Sheds (CMTEDD Property Group), a representative of the AMSA 
Board, and from all Sheds represented at the meeting. 

Politicians’ addresses 
Gordon Ramsay (Minister for Seniors and Veterans (and for four other portfolios) opened the 
meeting. His main message was that the government saw the movement as very important for men’s 
health. If an organisation were set up and advertised as being about men’s health, men wouldn’t 
attend; however, men will attend men’s Sheds and while there talk about health. He emphasised, and 
others supported him, that the politicians saw value in the Sheds being grass roots organisations with 
different aims, and that the politicians wished to not become involved in the management of the 
sheds: they merely wanted to provide financial and other support. 

Alistair Coe, standing in for Nicole Lauder, and Carolyn Couteur also spoke briefly. It was obvious 
that all political parties were supportive of the Men’s Shed movement.  A representative of one of the 
sheds later explained that he had great support from politicians, especially Minister Steele, when 
trying to obtain accommodation. I gained the impression that if a Shed did have a requirement, it 
would be worthwhile approaching the politicians as well as submitting formal requests. 

Chairman’s Address 
Jim advised that there were 1047 sheds in Australia, including 350 in NSW and ACT. ACT had 15 of 
the 29 Sheds in No 16 Division. There were more members of Men’s Sheds than members of Rotary, 
Lions and Apex combined. Some men were members of more than one Shed. 

Address by Daniel Bailey, representing Minister Steele 
Daniel advised that some surplus facilities were provided to Sheds, normally at peppercorn rent, 
through the CMTEDD Property Group which manages Community facilities.  Hall and Weston 
sheds use such facilities. However, there is a large waiting list, and sheds seeking facilities should 
formally place their requests on the Wait List Register. 

Some shed representatives complained that some government facilities seemed to be given full time 
to organisations that did not need them full time, thus denying use to others, and that some facilities 
which were currently vacant, but were scheduled to be used at some time in the future, were not 
being made available to Sheds which wished to use them while they were temporarily vacant. Daniel 
agreed to look into these problems.  

Some Sheds raised the problem of not fully understanding the legal requirements, particularly 
reporting requirements, of registered associations. Some of these problems were discussed, and 



information was given about which ACT staff could be approached to provide answers to specific 
problems. 

Address by John Sharples, Vice President (and interim head) of 

the AMSA Board 
John provided advice on varied topics, including the following. 

Finance is provided by the Federal Health Budget. Currently grants are about $500,000 twice per 
year. Additional funds are donated by local firms including Uncle Toby’s, John Holland, and Cabot’s 
Paints. 

85% of Sheds are covered by AMSA insurance. Others are covered under the insurance of umbrella 
organisations such as churches. 

Sheds are now also operating in Ireland (which has more Shed members than Australia on a per-
capita basis), UK, Canada, Sweden (?) and Kenya. Some were about to be set up in USA. 

Sheds operated very differently. One concentrated on stained glass, another on clocks, and some on 
model railways. 

He promoted AMSA’s website, and advised that members could access this using their own email 
addresses. 

He also promoted the Spanner in the Works health education facility. 

Presentations by Shed Representatives 
ACT Model Railway Society – In Baptist church grounds at Evatt -    33 members and expanding - 
could do with bigger facilities 

Giralang - Kaleen - Ken Hardy, 45 members 

Hall  - Alan Boyd, 50 members, 30 regular. Uses a school demountable and Headmaster’s garage.  
There were asbestos problems, but government refurbished the facilities. Provided assistance to Hall 
Historical School Museum. 

Hawker Softball Centre Members are parents (men and women) of girls in sports teams 
(Canberra’s best sporting team, with 16 National titles) 

Majura Men’s Shed – Keith - Works with Corrective Services, Dept of Health, Dementia Australia.  
For example it makes furniture ‘flat packs’ which are used by disabled people who in turn assemble, 
apply undercoat, and paint with flowers or other designs. The Shed also fixes equipment for local 
societies. 

Melba Shed - Harry advised of the history and activities of our Shed. 

South Canberra Veterans’ Shed – Peter - Membership includes veterans from police and 
ambulance, and includes women as there are female veterans. No permanent home. Currently using 
temporary facilities at Tuggeranong, and the Archery Ground Greenway. It makes furniture for aged 
care, and repairs various items. PTSD patients ride mowers to cut archery grounds; this relaxes the 
patients and is therapeutic. 

Tuggeranong - Keith - 100 members - Shed helps scouts with woodwork. 

Weston Creek – Graham - 20% woodwork /80% chat   In December moved from very basic premises 
without facilities to new premises at Rivett. Is seeking facilities for disabled people. Has received 
help from Parks Department, Minister Steele and Jeremy Hanson – Helps Mount Stromlo High 
School and Noah’s Arc preschool. Membership is increasing. 

 

Bob Salmond 

22 May 2019 


